Pulse polio immunisation, 1995-96: an evaluation in West Bengal.
An evaluation of the Pulse Polio Immunisation Programme (PPI), 1995-96 in West Bengal was undertaken. It was observed that the PPI coverage (with two rounds) was 84.1%. Variations in the PPI coverage level were documented in relation to age, sex, residential status and parental literacy status of the beneficiaries. However, significantly lower PPI coverage was observed among Muslims (p < 0.001) and Scheduled Tribes (p < 0.01). The principal agency responsible for disseminating information about PPI was identified to be the multipurpose health workers. Some of the major reasons for non-acceptance of PPI were lack of information, illness of the child, absence of the child on the "PPI day", lack of faith in immunisation and fear of adverse reaction.